
 

MERTON HERITAGE: Quiz Answers 
   8 May 2020 marks 75 years since V E Day, a nationwide event to mark the end of    

   hostilities in Europe ( although war continued in the Far East.) 
 

   Merton residents, like people across the British Isles, filled the streets, waved flags,  

   cheered, held street parties, bonfires, dances and singalongs to celebrate. 
  

   As part of our commemorative programme we have put together a special quiz  

   on Merton’s wartime heritage. 
 

   Most of the questions are multiple choice, so everyone has an equal chance  

   of guessing the correct answers. 
 

   Test your knowledge of local history and perhaps learn a bit more about  

   our borough’s colourful past at the same time. Happy quizzing! 

 

 

   merton.gov.uk/heritage  



 

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 1 

 Which of the military Chiefs of Staff lived at St. Mary’s Road, Wimbledon? 

 C) Air Chief Marshall Dowding ( RAF ) 

  The head of Fighter Command and inventor of the combined air defence system lived 

 at 3 St Mary’s Road from 1941 to 1951. Today a blue plaque marks the house. 



 

 WORLD WAR II: QUESTION 2 

 What happened to the original statue from the top of Wimbledon Theatre during the war? 

 B) It was buried in a back garden - to prevent its use as a marker for enemy bombers. 

 After the war its burial place was forgotten and the statue was not replaced until the 1990s. 



 

  

 WORLD WAR II: QUESTION 3 

 What name did the British people give to Hitler’s VI flying bomb? 

 A) Doodlebug - It was also known as a Buzz Bomb. 



 

 

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 4 

 What did Lines Bros Triang toy factory make to support the war effort? 
  

 C) Machine guns - the factory also made glider parts, land mine casings and  

 Magazines for Spitfires and Hurricanes. 



 

  

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 5 

 What name was given to the Royal Navy Corvette funded by the people of Mitcham? 
  

 B) HMS Lavender - Built in Aberdeen, the vessel was funded through donations. 

 This name was chosen due to Mitcham’s famous lavender industry. 
   

 By this stage the Admiralty had ceased using place names, to prevent a blow to  

 public morale if the ship was sunk   



 

  

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 6 

 What did Ministry of Food chefs use to make sausages during World War II? 

 A) Whalemeat - pioneered by Norwegian chefs to combat food shortages, the 

 sausages were universally disliked by the public.   



 

 

 WORLD WAR II: QUESTION 7 

 What wartime facility was located on Southside, Wimbledon? 

 C) A Prisoner of War camp - the majority of internees were Italian but German troops 

 were held there during the latter stages of the war. 



 

  

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 8 

 What was the name of the wartime scheme to encourage the recycling of clothes? 

 MAKE DO AND MEND - new clothing was rationed and this scheme was designed to 

 make the most of existing resources. 



 

  

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 9 

 How was the famous All England Lawn Tennis Club used to support the war effort? 

 B) To grow food - the tennis lawns were used for vegetable crops as part of the  

 Dig for Victory campaign. The Club was also used by the Civil Defence.  



 

 

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 10 

 What staff facility was below Ely’s department store during the war? 

 A) an air raid shelter    



 

  

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 11 

  What did Pascall’s Mitcham sweet factory make to drop into occupied Europe? 

 B) propaganda leaflets - messages were printed in to Pascall’s sweet bags and  

 dropped into Nazi occupied Holland by the RAF. 



 

  

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 12 

 What was made in Merton Park to support the war effort? 

 C) Ministry of Information films - the vast Merton Park Film Studios made  

 morale boosting films and propaganda, supported by the Canadian Army Film Unit. 



 

  

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 13 

 What was based at Prince George’s Playing Fields near Raynes Park? 

 A) Anti-aircraft guns   

https://www.apostlesra.co.uk/s/cc_images/teaserbox_3890372.jpg?t=1479592926


 

  

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 14 

 What was the name of the air raid shelter built by local people using corrugated iron? 

 An  ANDERSON SHELTER - this was built in a carefully dug trench, then covered with 

 soil for further protection. 



 

  

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 15 

 What was the name of the indoor shelter that some people had in their front rooms? 

 A MORRISON SHELTER - named after Herbert Morrison, Minister of Supply in 

 the wartime Coalition Government. The heavily plated shelter protected those inside 

 from blast damage and falling masonry if their house was hit during an air raid. 

https://dd4ia1o5xjk7o.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/cms/w/ww2_morrison_shelter.jpg


 

  

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 16 

 Which heroine of the Special Operations Executive worked at the Rotax factory ( now 

 British Oxygen  ) in Deer Park Road, Merton during World War II? 

 C) Violette Szabo - she made aircraft parts here for a three month period in 1942. 
  

 She fought with the French Resistance but was captured and shot at Ravensbruck 

 Concentration Camp. Her courage was honoured with a posthumous George Cross. 



 

  

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 17 

 Complete this famous wartime phrase: 

 CARELESS TALK COSTS LIVES - The phrase was used to remind people to protect 

 British security and prevent information from getting into enemy hands. 



 

  

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 18 

 What vegetable was developed by Carters Tested Seeds of Raynes Park for use as animal 

 feed and also an alternative source of sugar during World War II? 

 B ) mangel-wurzel - full of concentrated carbohydrate, this is part of the same  

 species as sugar beet and was a valuable resource for British farmers.  



 

  

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 19 

 Why is Sergeant P K Walley commemorated at South Thames College in Morden? 
  

 C) He saved others by crash landing his plane.  

 Born in Barnes, Peter was part of RAF 615 Squadron based at Kenley. During an air 

 battle on 18 August 1940, his  Hurricane was badly hit by enemy fire. 20 year old  

 Walley opted to crash land in  Morden Park rather than eject and risk the plane hitting 

 nearby housing. A memorial honouring his courage was unveiled in 1972. 



 

  

 WORLD WAR II QUIZ: QUESTION 20 

 What did Winston Churchill say about V E Day on 8 May 1945? 

  We may allow ourselves a brief period of REJOICING. 


